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Bl BLI CAL PERSPECTI VES: Segnent 6

Honosexual ity, Part 1: A Commentary
by Il defonso J. Rubrico

Good evening, esteened viewers of this program
Bi bl i cal Perspectives! This is your host, Nene Rubrico,
as he brings to you in the next 30 mnutes the
i nportant lessons we all learn as we view various
soci al issues under the |lens of the Bible.

| constantly remnd nyself that ny primary work in this
tel evision program is to propound and expound on the
| ssues that constantly and critically bear upon the
life of a Christian community such as ours - social and
religious 1issues that bear watching because they
| npi nge upon the noral fabric of our people and our
ability to build a strong, God-fearing nation inbued
with solid spiritual val ues.

This is what we have been trying to do the |ast several
weeks, and this is what we are hoping to acconplish in
your behal f, our esteened viewers.

So, for tonight’'s session, and for the next several
sessions, we wll tackle a new, Dbut, controversi al
subj ect: honpbsexuality. It is, | believe, a topic that
is unlike any other, not only because it is generating
hot controversy in the church now, but also because it
is posing a new noral challenge to traditional
Christianity. The “New Ethics” of the so-called Gy
Culture run the whole gamut of |anguage and behavi or,
science and law, religious ethics, and even, spiritual
val ues.

During the next several mnutes, we wll be talKking
about honosexuality - what it’s all about; who (or what
are honosexuals); its inpact on our society; who are

its chanpions and detractors, and why certain groups
take adversarial and mlitant stands in its defense, as
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well as of those who oppose it; and so on. And
perhaps, for our purpose here - what the Bible teaches
about honosexuality, and what should the proper
Christian response be.

The Changing Vi ews on Honobsexuality

Past, present and future views about honpbsexuality in

our society are changing - rapidly in sone societies
but slowy in nost ot hers. Many views  about
honosexual ity are still conservative and traditional,

as in the Philippines and nost Asian countries and in
Latin Anerica. Even the Church has nmaintained its
traditional stance and opposition to honosexuality in
general .

But sonme people have taken an increasingly-Iliberal
attitude towards honosexuality, especially in Wstern
countries in FEurope and the United States. I n
particular, the “gay rights” novenent and the fem nist
novenent in the early 1960s in parts of the United
St ates and Europe becane a springboard for nmass actions
by gay advocates and femnists in the streets, in the
academ c halls of colleges and universities, and in the
powerful |obby circles of Congress and the \Wite House.
In the beginning, at |east, much of the success of the
fem nists and gays was that they nmade common cause with
the marchers for <civil Iliberties (like Dr. Mrtin
Luther King) and the defenders “human rights” (like
former U.S. president Jimry Carter).

Sonme peopl e claim honosexuality has al ways been around
us for the past thousands of years, and will remain so
for many thousands nore in the future. Sone claim
honmosexual ity is “sonmething you are born with,” a kind
of “third sex” and is therefore only natural. A snall
mnority openly flaunt their sexual preference by
establishing gay “communities” and even gay “churches.”
However, nost still prefer to hide their sexual
orientation - they be nmale or fenmale. Many who are
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brave enough to admt they are honbsexuals say they are
unconfortable with “it” but confess to being helpless
about what to do with it. Faced with the ridicule of
peers, rejection by one or both parents and siblings,
and the social stigma of being “different,” many are
driven to seek the conpanionship of other 1ike-m nded
I ndi viduals. Here, at last, they say: “l have found
acceptance! At long last, | am now counted as inportant
by folks who are |like nyself, and who understand what |
feel,” or so goes the usual testinonies and confessions
of many nmen and wonen who have taken the drastic step
of joining gay groups.

Unfortunately, many have al so becone sick, or have died
of , AIDS and other sexually-transmtted diseases
(STDS). W w il treat the nedical and psychol ogical
dangers of the “gay lifestyle” in a |later segnent.

It should be obvious that a 25- to 30-mnute TV
presentation |ike our present Biblical Perspectives
program will not be adequate to cover such a broad
topic as honosexuality. Nor is it intended to do so. My
aim here is to briefly touch only on the relevant
aspects of honbsexuality, giving it an overall, but,
bal anced vi ew.

As your program host, | also realize the controversia
nature of this topic. Some of you may ask: “Wiy talk
about honosexuality at all, where people mght just get
their feelings hurt?” O, say: “Honbsexuals are just

|ike other people, except that they have special
feelings for others of their own sex. There's nothing
with that!”

One guy, a self-confessed honbsexual male, wote his
feelings recently in a nessage board of the internet in
t his manner:

“Oh well, Geoff [Geoff is another email witer in the
forum, | respect your views. | love being gay. | I|ove
ny life, and | have contributed nore to society than
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many ot her straight guys and gals. | go on with ny life
because | know whoever is up there |loves ne for who and
what | am

“To those who don't think honobsexuality is a disease
t hanks. To those who do believe that it is, thanks,
too for making the discussion fiery. I'mso gay | truly
don't get affected anynore by anything that is said
about us.

“Ms. L [his friend], you know ne. | may be very
romantic as a person but in the end | am just |ike
anyone else. In this world, it won't really matter if
you're straight or not, it's how you live your life

Thanks for the really nice words. C est |la viel”

As expressed by this person | just quoted, nost
honosexual s would rather be left alone to thensel ves.
However, this is not entirely true. Many ot her
honosexuals like to get noticed and will do everything

in their power to attract attention! Just take a | ook
at nost of our TV progranms that feature gay hosts,
where they scream and gesticulate wldly for the
caner a.

He also clains he has “contributed nore to society”
than other ‘straights’ (non-honosexual persons). This
may or may not be true, but the fact is, honpbsexuals
are found in all levels of society although they are
not as nunerous as first thought. There is also a
depl orabl e tendency of gay persons to claimthat others
are |like them honosexuals. There is, for exanple, a
shadowy group of U. S. honbsexuals who claim that Jesus
was a gay person and whose disciples were also gay. In
fact, a play was nade fromit entitled “Corpus Christi”
(Body of Christ) 15 years ago, but was a big flop. Then
a novie was supposed to have been made from it but it
never was made.’

Anot her website asking “King Janes a honpbsexual ?,” at
htt p: / / www. chi ck. conl r eadi ng/ books/ 158/ 158 03. asp, debunks t he

I W W L —




biblicalperspectives.org

fantastic claim that Janes |, king of England, under
whose patronage the 1611 English version of the Bible
was produced, was - in reality - a honosexual. The

charge had been made by one of King Janes’ enem es,
Ant hony Wl don, who wote about the king' s alleged
honmosexual ity 25 years after the king had died but who
never offered proof for his allegation.

Finally, the email witer above clains that he is
confortable wth his being a gay person because
“whoever is up there loves ne for who and what | am”

Presumably, this “whoever” is God who |oves him for who
or what he is - that is, a honbsexual.

It is of course true that God |loves all sinners (after

all, as best-selling Christian author Phillip Yancey
wrote, Jesus hinself although without sin, was a friend
of sinners). Wit is NOT true, however, is that Jesus

condones the sin. The Samaritan woman who grovel ed at
Jesus’ feet, asking for his forgiveness for having had
six “husbands” (‘lovers’ would be a nore-accurate
description for this | oose wonman), Jesus replied: “your
sins are forgiven. Go, and sin no nore!” In other
wor ds, had the wonman persisted in her adultery, do you
t hi nk Jesus woul d have forgiven her? Not at all!

To put it another way, professing to claim God's all -
enbracing love WTHOUT repentance in one’'s heart is
dangerous. |t PRESUMES too nuch about God's |ove for
H's children but forgetting that H's Holiness and Just
attributes sinply cannot go hand-in-hand with sin.

Thus, while we can comrend that email witer for being
quite honest about his “gay-ness,” we are not ready on
the other hand to endorse his sexual orientation, nuch
| ess approve of his actions. As we will later detail in
this program the Bible contains many warnings agai nst
honosexual ity, both in the A d and New Test anents.

Sanme- Sex Marri age
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Final |y, there is one disturbing developnent of
honosexual ity that should be nentioned. This is about
the insistence of honbsexuals now - both nen and wonen
- to be legally wed by the State and to be recognized
as such as married couples, with the sane rights and
privileges as a heterosexual marriage (that IS,
marriage between a man and a wonan). Wiile not yet a
problem in the Philippines, sane-sex marriage is a BIG
issue in the United States. In fact, it is going to be
one of the pivotal issues in the upcom ng Novenber 2004
U S presidential elections together with terrorism and
the war on Iraq, according to political analysts.

On the other hand, | recall the PDI |ast year carried a
news caption about sonme Filipino gays being married by
in Baguio City. The marriage cerenony for 17 gay couple
was solemized in secret by an Anmerican “pastor,”
according to the news. Sane-sex nmarriage 1S not
recogni zed in the Philippines, and pastors and priests
must have a Philippine |license before they can
sol emmi ze a marri age.

Honosexual ilty: A Grow ng Social Problem

A few years ago, a magazi ne that chanpi ons the cause of
a group of people known as gays and | esbhians carried a
news item about the case of 20 Filipinos being deported
from the country of Qatar, a country bordering the
Ki ngdom of Saudi Arabia in the Mddle East. The char ge,
according to a Filipino enbassy official, was that
these Filipinos were suspected of being gay, or
“bakla,” of being a honobsexual. The story was first
reported by the Associated Press that said that the 20
Pinoys were first detained by Qatar Police, followng a
massi ve sweep of an area believed to cater to gay nen.
All of those arrested were nale Philippine citizens
working legally in clothing and barber shops in the
capital of Doha. The establishnents were apparently
under surveillance for several nonths. The enbassy
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official also told AP that 16 nore were awaiting
deportation on simlar charges.

| f convicted, those under detention face five years in
prison before being eligible for deportation.

The following nonth, the neighboring state of Kuwait
conducted a simlar crackdown targeting Filipino nen
working as barbers and <clothiers in Dubai. The
subsequent deportations were at the tinme explained to
be part of a larger governnent effort to rid the
country of "undesirable elenents" though no other
aspects of the programwere revealed to journalists.

Kuwaiti officials alleged that the nen they detained
and deported used the hair salons as a front to mask a
brisk business in illegal sexual services, presunably
for an all-male Kuwaiti clientele.

Though Philippine officials did not link the actions in
Qatar and Kuwait, the existence of an enornously-
| ucrative male prostitution ring, headquartered in
Manila, is believed to be in operation in countries
t hroughout the M ddl e East.

In a nore recent devel opnent, only about two weeks ago,
the Governor of the U S State of New Jersey, Janes
McG eevey, publicly announced his resignation after
revealing that he is gay and that he had an adul t erous
affair wwth a man.

Wth his wife standing by his side, MGeevey -- a
father of two -- spoke in calm tones as he described
his struggle with his sexuality, "a certain sense that
separated ne from others.” It was sonething that he

sai d began as a child.

"At a point in every person's life, one has to | ook
deeply into the mrror of one's soul and decide one's
unique truth in the world, not as we may want to see it
or hope to see it, but as it is," MG eevey said.

I W W L —



biblicalperspectives

"And so, ny truth is that | am a gay Anerican," the
Governor, who is a Denocrat, said. Considered a
political rising star, MGeevey, 47, won his seat in
2001 over a veteran opponent by a wide margin over the
I ssue of corruption of state funds.

According to CNN, MG eevey becane involved with a
young Israeli whom he had hired as a highly-paid
security consultant when he first took office in 2002.
CNN revealed that a sexual harassnent case had been
readied by this man against Gov. MGeevey just
recently. It was speculated that MG eevey was forced
to resign when the Israeli consultant’s |lawer tried to
negotiate a cash settlenment with him for five mllon
dollars in exchange for dropping the sexual harassnent
charges against him

But even churches are not immune to the controversies
surroundi ng honosexual prelates. Only |ast year, the
election of the Rt. Rev. Gene Robinson, a high-ranking
Epi scopalian mnister, caused a serious split in the
Anglican Church of Anerica (which traces its roots from
the Church of England). His election |ast nonth as the
first openly-gay bishop in the Episcopal diocese of New
Hanpshire, USA, Is now threatening to crack open the
| ong-existing fault Iline over honosexuality in the
wor | dwi de Anglican Conmuni on, a gl obal association of
churches in 164 countries. Rev. Robinson used to be
married several yrs. back, had a son by his wife, then
got divorced 15 years ago, and is now living with his
| ong-tinme mal e partner.

Twenty four conservative Anmerican bishops, in an open
| etter released to the public, warned that they would
join conservative l|eaders in Africa, Asia and South
Anerica and break ties with the Episcopal Church USA if
it votes to confirm New Hanpshire's chosen bishop, W.
Gene Robinson, or if it endorses a separate resolution
to create a blessing for sane-sex unions. There are
about 300 active and retired American bi shops. Not | ong
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after that confrontation with the bishops, Rev. Gene
Robi nson was el ected as head of the Episcopalian church
in America by a slim majority of votes, effectively
ignoring the threat of secession by the conservative
U.S. bishops.

Said Bishop-elect Robinson in a telephone interview
from New Hanpshire on Thursday: "It breaks ny heart if
any of them choose to leave. But if they leave it's
because they are choosing to leave, and they are
choosing to divide this comruni on, not ne.”

"I amnot wlling to take responsibility for the future
of the Anglican Church," he added.

In another yet ongoing scandal involving the Roman
Catholic church this tinme, the New York Tines internet
edition dated Septenber 9, 2003 reported that the Roman
Cat holic Archdi ocese of Boston had agreed today to pay
$85 mllion to settle alnost 550 | awsuits by people who
say they were sexually abused by priests. The
settlenment is the largest ever by an Anerican diocese
to resol ve sexual abuse cases.

The deal was reached after three days of intense
negotiations, and is considered a personal triunph for
Boston's new archbi shop, Sean P. O Ml ey.

Archbi shop O Malley took over in Boston only in late
July, seven nonths after his predecessor, Cardinal
Bernard F. Law, resigned under pressure, and the new
prelate made resolving the sexual abuse scandal his
priority.

As if to conpound the already confusing situation, only
the other week, the Associated Press bannered a story
where the California Suprenme Court voided the nearly
4,000 sane-sex nmarriages sanctioned in San Francisco
this year and ruled unaninmously that the mayor
overstepped his authority by issuing licenses to gay
and | esbian couples. The State Suprene Court said the
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city illegally issued the certificates and perforned
the cerenonies, since state law defined marriage as a
uni on between a man and woman. The justices separately
decided with a 5-2 vote to nullify the 3,995 marri ages
perfornmed between February 12 and March 11, when the
court halted the weddings. Their Ilegality, Justice
Joyce Kennard wote, nust wait until courts resolve the
constitutionality of state laws that restrict marriages
t o opposite-sex coupl es.

In a related developnent from the Yahoo! |Internet
edition, the Anerican Civil Liberties Union (or, ACLU),
a U S activist organization of |awers and jurists for
the defense of civil I|iberties, sued the city of
Balti nore and four Maryland counties for the right of
sane-sex couples to marry. The lawsuit was filed in
Baltinore Crcuit Court on behalf of nine couples and a
man whose partner recently died. The coupl es had sought
marriage |licenses and were denied, said Ken Choe of the
ACLU s Lesbhian and Gay Rights Project, based in New
Yor k.

Maryl and | aw specifically defines nmarriage as between a
man and a wonman. |In February, Attorney General Joseph
Curran sent a neno to state legislators and the 24
clerks of the court remnding them that clerks are not
authorized to issue licenses to gay coupl es.

Curran issued a statenent Wadnesday saying the |aw
"“unanbi guously defines marriage in a way that excludes
sane-sex couples." But, he said, "it seens appropriate
that the issue, which has been franed as a matter of
civil rights, be decided by the courts.”

The ACLU has pending | egal challenges in Massachusetts,
Oregon, New York, Wshington State, California and
Nebr aska.

QO her groups have filed lawsuits in New Jersey and
Florida to |egalize gay marriage. On the other hand, it
will prove to be an uphill battle for ACLU. Already, 37
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states, conprising 74 percent of the Union, have passed
nmeasures defining marriage as between nen and wonen.

And, even as | wite this commentary on this issue of
honosexual ity, the breaking news | just received from
CNN is that of a conservative congressman from
Virginia, Rep. Ed Schrock, unexpectedly dropping his
bid for a third term in the face of unverified
allegations that he called a gay phone sex Iine.
Al | egations that Schrock is gay were posted on the Wb
site bl ogactive.com by M chael Rogers, according to The
Associ ated Press. Congressman Schrock, who plans to
serve out the remainder of his second term has been a
| eadi ng supporter of the Federal Marriage Amendnent, a
proposed constitutional anendnent that would ban sane-
sex marriage.

What i s Honosexuality?

There is an unusual stir when Johnny Depp, the Gscar-
Nom nated actor in Hollywod who was nanmed People
magazi ne’s “sexiest man alive in 2003,” is said to play
the starring role in “The Libertine,” a novie about
17th Century poet John WInot, also known as the Earl
of Rochester. Wy so? The Earl was runored to be
bi sexual, and in that novie, Depp and anot her handsone,
t hough, unknown, actor by the nanme of Rupert Friend,
wi |l have sone fairly-heavy kissing scenes between the
two of them

Johnny Depp joins a growing list of Hollywod actors
who have pl ayed gay or bisexual characters on screen.

Several nonths back, when British singer Britney Spears
performed a slow, provocative 'French kiss' wth her
ol der counterpart, the Anerican singer Mdonna, before
a live concert audience and viewed by thousands of fans
on TV, many people were shocked and offended. The
entertai nment sponsors of the event had to issue a
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witten apology for the behavior of the two. Mny
people were repelled, it seened, not by their act of
I nnocent and sisterly 'beso-beso,' but because it oozed
wth a sexual intimacy that flaunted their supposed
sexual |iberation for everyone to see!

Contrast now the blatant kissing act of Britney Spears
and Madonna to an interview in D scovery Channel of a
scantily-clad warrior in the jungles of Papua New
@Quinea. In guileless - alnost, childlike, fashion - he
describes in matter-of-fact way how he and his wife do
the sex act. Yet we the TV listeners sense no trace of
narcisstic malice in his words. Unlike a certain early-
norning TV host in Metro Manila, whose |loud antics in
front of the caneras are akin to childlish behaviour
that | would term“calling attention to one’s actions,”
or what the Tagal ogs would call as *“nag-papapansin.”

A retired university professor, a grandnother, once
wote in the PD, conplaining about invasion of
“faggotry” in mass nedia which, she said, was harnful
to our children. This professor taught Conmunications
subjects in college and clained to know just how
i nfluential television can becone to values formation,
particularly anong the m nds of the young.

Sunmary

At this point of our discussion on honosexuality, we
shall take a nuch-deserved break from this highly-
controversial but interesting topic.

But for our esteened over the air waves, here’s good
news to our Cebuano |isteners:

Watch for the Cebuano version of this program to be
aired either this week or next week!

Due to nunerous requests, your program host has deci ded
to express his biblical comentaries also in our
bel oved Cebuano |anguage. This way, we in Biblical
W" T
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Perspectives are hoping to reach nore people, by
expressing ourselves in Cebuano. Henceforth, Biblical
Perspectives will be in a new format: English and
Cebuano versions alternating weekly. Please watch for
further announcenents.

Meanwhile, this is again your hunble host for this
program Biblical Perspectives, bidding you a pleasant
good night for now. Your host, Nene Rubrico, rem nds

you in Proverbs 29:18a, that:

“A nation can save itself fromperishing if its people
has vision.”

Thank you very nuch for your tinel!

Segnent 6- Honosexual ity |: 07 Septenber 2004.
Canp John Hay Manor, Baguio Gty
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